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Greetings from GIZ New Delhi Office. I am happy to present this volume of 
works accomplished under our School of Planning and Architecture, New 
Delhi and GIZ, New Delhi collaboration in the year 2013-2014. We began our 
journey by selecting ten students from various planning disciplines of the 
School. These students were supported to document and later showcase their 
works in a public exhibition. Urban Samvaad was indeed a great success and 
clearly showed the need to connect scientific research and academic 
curricula with a public discourse on urban issues in India. In addition, we 
shared our experiences with regard to Governments of India’s vision, to make 
all Indian cities slum free. As urbanisation provides many challenges and 
opportunities future city managers/planners need to be equipped with sound 
knowledge on the ground realities. The academic curriculum needs to 
respond to such expectations. We believe this collaboration will contribute to 
expose our future young professionals to the reality of urbanisation processes 
and provides room for innovative solutions while they carry on with their 
academic endeavours.

The School of Planning and Architecture, New Delhi (SPA) & GIZ collaborative 
project on Inclusive cities was very unique in many ways and covered a lot of 
ground within a short span of a year. It sought involvement and interaction of 
students, teachers, professionals and policy makers in the field on Issues of 
Inclusiveness and sustainability. For the first time ‘Urban Samvaad’ an 
interactive dialogue-oriented exhibition which provided a space where 
students from various planning departments of SPA, New Delhi shared the 
results of their research on Indian urbanization with urban professionals, 
policy makers and the general public. The teachers have contributed and 
research papers on various dimensions of urban issues. Besides experience 
of making slum Free cities of various Indian cities was shared and learnings 
and challenges were discussed.

Chetan Vaidya
Director, SPA Delhi

Dr. (Mrs.) Regina Dube 
Senior Advisor & Head, 
Sustainable Urban Habitat, GIZ
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School of Planning and Architecture, New Delhi
School of Planning and Architecture (SPA), New Delhi is a 
premier deemed to be university directly under the Ministry of 
Human Resource Development. The school offers 
undergraduate, postgraduate and doctoral programmes in the 
fields of Architecture and Planning since 1959. SPA has 
always been in the lead in extending education and research 
to new frontiers of knowledge. 

Deutsche Gesellschaft für Internationale 
Zusammenarbeit (GIZ) GmbH
Deutsche Gesellschaft für Internationale Zusammenarbeit 
(GIZ) GmbH, an enterprise owned by the German Government, 
implements sustainable development through international 
cooperation, on behalf of Germany and other partners. 

GIZ through its Indo-German Environment Partnership (IGEP) 
Programme focuses on pilot measures and policy decisions of 
national level relevant for the enhancement of resource 
efficiency, reduction of environmental stress, improved 
service delivery in urban infrastructure services and 
mitigation of greenhouse gas emissions. The programme 
aims at responding to some key challenges identified in the 
policy framework of the Ministry of Environment and Forests, 
Government of India. The overall objective of IGEP is that the 
decision makers at national, state and local level use 
innovative solutions for the improvement of urban and 
industrial environmental management and for the 
development of an environment and climate policy that 
targets inclusive economic growth de-coupled from resource 
consumption.

About the collaboration
As India urbanizes, the demand for basic services will 
increase manifold in cities of every size and type.  And if India 
continues on its current path, urban infrastructure will fall 
woefully short of what is necessary to sustain prosperous 
cities.  GIZ realizes that solving India’s urban challenges will 
require resources for urban infrastructure and technical 
manpower for urban development and the need for trained 
young urban professionals to handle the complexities of 
urbanization and manage India’s cities. Hence, GIZ has 
collaborated with SPA, a premier institute that offers 
professional programmes built around interdisciplinary skills 
which are needed to orient learners towards sustainable 
planning and development of India’s cities and regions.

Focus of the collaboration
The focus of the collaboration is knowledge management and 
developing the capacity of young professionals in the context 
of urbanization and urban poverty that equips them with new 
thought processes and understanding. This would in turn 
bring out the young professionals from the boundaries of their 
academic curriculum and expose them to the realities of the 
practical world. SPA, Delhi can serve as a platform for 
managing knowledge about cities. This knowledge 
management exercise would lead to a network of 
professionals/institutions and knowledge banks that can be 
accessed by many. 

Activities undertaken as part of the collaboration
During the last year various activities related to the aim of the 
cooperation were undertaken as follows: 
• Learning from Slum Free City Plan of Action
• Research and knowledge sharing
• Student support for capacity enhancement

Taking the initiative forward
Since the journey of last one year has been enriching, both 
SPA and GIZ has agreed to take this initiative forward. GIZ has 
signed a Memorandum of Understanding (MoU) with SPA in 
order to promote academic collaboration for carrying out 
action research, pilot level studies and education. The 
strategic areas of this co-operation are inclusive cities, 
sustainable habitat, environment, climate change, municipal 
governance and capacity building.
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